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Who is here today? Why?

PARENTS ADVOCATES ATTORNEYS

Presenters:
Karen Clapper, M.S. CCC-SLP/L
Executive Director/Proprietor

Communication Associates, LLC

Many years of experience working with children 
presenting with various speech and language 
challenges I have the privilege of completing 
comprehensive evaluations and providing 
innovative therapies to children and young 
adults with a focus on language processing and 
language-learning challenges.

321 Gravel Pike

Collegeville, PA 19438

Commassocllc.com

Communicationassociates@comcast.net

Megan Bertele, M.Ed-SLP
School-Based Speech/Language therapist

Experience working with various populations, such as 
children diagnosed with multiple disabilities, Autism, 
Apraxia, developmental delays, and learning disabilities.

Experience working with school-aged population and 
children ages 3-5 (EI)
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Comprehensive Evaluation

Case History Parent/Teacher 
Interview

Background 
Information

Assessment 
Measures

Results Conclusion Recommendation

Speech and Language Evaluation
Language Assessments may identify:

 Receptive and Expressive Language 
Disorders

 Language Processing Disorder.

 Cognitive Communication Disorder.

 Executive Function Disorder

 Non-Verbal Language Disability

 Social Communication Disorder

 A connection between academic struggles 
and language-learning challenges.

 https://www.iidc.indiana.edu/pages/speec
h-pathology-assessments

Speech Sound Assessments may provide:

 Diagnosis of a speech sound disorder

 Description of the characteristics and
severity of the disorder

 Recommendations for intervention
targets

 Identification of factors that might
contribute to the speech sound disorder

 Diagnosis of a spoken language disorder

 Recommendation to monitor reading
and writing progress in students with
identified speech sound disorders by SLPs
and other professionals in the school
setting

 Referral to other professionals as needed
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Language Processing Disorder

 A Language Processing Disorder (LPD) relates only to the processing of
language. LPD can affect expressive language (what you say) and/or
receptive language (how you understand what others say), as well as
literacy skills; reading and writing.

 Are there differences in LPD and Central Auditory Processing Disorder??

 Yes!

The Differences Between LPD and CAPD.....

 ASHA uses the term Central Auditory Processing Disorder
(CAPD) to refer to deficits in the neural processing of auditory
information in the CANS, [Central Auditory Nervous
System]. Central auditory processing begins when the
neural representation of acoustic signals are processed after they
leave the cochlea and travel through the auditory nerve to the
primary auditory cortices of the left and right hemispheres
(Herschel's gyri).

 A Language Processing Disorder is evident when there is a
disturbance in phonemic processing during which acoustic
features of the signal are discriminated utilizing phonemic skills
such as sound discrimination, blending, and segmenting and
linguistic processing.

 https://www.asha.org/PRPSpecificTopic.aspx?folderid=858994356
1&amp;section=Incidence_and_Prevalence).
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General 
Intelligence Vocabulary Reasoning Concept 

Formation

How Do We Perceive Language?

"Cat" (C-A-T)

Word Identification

Meaning

Assessments for Language and 
Phonological Processing

• TAPS-4: A Language Processing Skills Assessment

• CTOPP-2: Comprehensive Test of Phonological Processing-
2nd Edition
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What do 
they 

measure?

 TAPS-4
The TAPS-4 provides information about language

processing and comprehension skills across three
intersecting areas: phonological processing,
auditory memory and listening comprehension
 CTOPP-2
The CTOPP-2 is a comprehensive instrument
designed to assess phonological awareness,
phonological memory, and rapid naming. ...
The CTOPP-2 identifies individuals from ages 4
through to 24 who may benefit from instructional
activities to enhance their phonological skills.

Additional Assessments for Phonological 
Awareness

Test of Phonological Awareness – Kindergarten (TOPA-K) by Torgesen and 
Davis- Kindergarten Edition as well as Early Elementary, (Grades 1st and 2nd).

Nonword Spelling Measure by Torgesen and Davis

Dynamic Indicators of Early Literacy by Kaminski and Good

Yopp-Singer Test of Phoneme Segmentation

Bruce Test of Phoneme Deletion

Auditory Analysis Test

DIBELS by Kaminski and Good



10/28/2019

7

Academics 
Challenges

 Has difficulty gaining meaning from spoken language
 Demonstrates poor written output
 Exhibits poor reading comprehension
 Shows difficulty expressing thoughts in verbally
 Has difficulty labeling objects or recognizing labels
 Is often frustrated by having a lot to say and no way to say it
 Feels that words are “right on the tip of my tongue”
 Can describe an object and draw it, but can’t think of the

word for it
 Has difficulty understanding jokes
 https://ldaamerica.org/types-of-learning-

disabilities/language-processing-disorder/

Language Processing Disorder

Receptive & Expressive Language 
Disorders

Spoken 
Language 
Disorder

A spoken language disorder (SLD), also known as an oral language 
disorder, represents a significant impairment in the acquisition and use 
of language across modalities (e.g., speech, sign language, or both) 
due to deficits in comprehension and/or production across any of the 
five language domains (i.e., phonology, morphology, syntax, 
semantics, pragmatics). Language disorders may persist across the 
lifespan, and symptoms may change over time.

Specific 
Language 
Impairment

When SLD is a primary disability—not accompanied by an intellectual 
disability, global developmental delay, hearing or other sensory 
impairment, motor dysfunction, or other mental disorder or medical 
condition—it is considered a specific language impairment (SLI).
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Assessments for Receptive and Expressive Language

Clinical Evaluation of

Language Fundamentals-5

(CELF-5)

Comprehensive Assessment 
of Spoken Language-2

(CASL-2)

Oral Passage 
Understanding Scale

(OPUS)

What do 
they 

measure?

 CELF-5 is designed to assess a student's
language and communication skills in a variety
of contexts, determine the presence of a
language disorder, describe the nature of the
language disorder, and plan for intervention or
treatment.

 CASL –2 measures the oral
language processing skills of comprehension
and expression.

 OPUS evaluates a person's ability to listen to
passages read aloud and recall information
about them. It also measures memory skills,
which are integral to listening comprehension.
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(Continued) Assessments for Receptive and 
Expressive Language

Expressive One Word 
Picture Vocabulary Test-4 

(EOWPVT-4)

Receptive One Word 
Picture Vocabulary Test-4 

(ROWPVT-4)

Oral Written Language 
ScalesII
(OWLS-II)

Peabody Picture 
Vocabulary Test-5 

(PPVT-5)

What do 
they 

measure?

 ROWPVT-4 is a norm-referenced assessment of how well
persons age 2 years 0 months to over 80 years can
match a word that is heard (in English) to objects,
actions, or concepts presented in full-color pictures (in a
multiple-choice format)

 EOWPVT-4 norm-referenced assessment of how well
persons age 2 years 0 months to over 80 years can
name the objects, actions, or concepts presented in
full-color pictures.

 OWLS-II evaluates four language processes on four
separate scales: Listening Comprehension, Oral
Expression, Reading Comprehension, and Written
Expression. Each of these scales assesses four linguistic
structures: Lexical/Semantics, Syntax, Pragmatics,
Supralinguistics.

 PPVT-5 is a norm-referenced and individually
administered measure of receptive vocabulary based
on words in Standard American English.
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Spoken Language Disorder and 
Specific Language Impairment

 Delay in acquisition of phonological skills
 Tendency to vocalize less and use less varied/less mature 

syllable structures
 Problems with early speech sounds affecting intelligibility
 Difficulty learning the speech sound system of language, 

resulting in poor repetition of single and multisyllabic 
nonwords

 Limited phonological awareness (e.g., 
rhyming, sound/syllable deleting, segmentation, 
and blending).

Academic Challenges:

Phonological Deficits

Spoken Language Disorder and 
Specific Language Impairment

 Late acquisition of word combinations
 Restricted mean length of utterance (MLU)
 Errors occurring most often on verbs and function words.
 Use of more mature and less mature word forms
 Deficits in morphological awareness
 Difficulty judging grammaticality
 Difficulty identifying parts of speech
 Problems comprehending and using complex syntactic structures
 Difficulty with curriculum-related expository discourse production
 Difficulty decoding (comprehending) morphologically complex

words that are common in various academic subjects.
 Academic challenges associated with SLD and SLI:
 https://www.asha.org/PRPSpecificTopic.aspx?folderid=858993532

7&section=Signs_and_Symptoms

Academic Challenges:

Morphology and 
Syntax Deficits
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Spoken Language Disorder and 
Specific Language Impairment

 Slower rate of vocabulary development than that of typically developing children.

 Delays in verb acquisition, particularly in languages in which verbs are highly inflected morphologically

 Difficulty understanding new words, particularly action words

 Word-finding difficulties

 Use of filler words like "um" to take up time while the child is searching for a word or formulating thoughts

 Difficulty monitoring comprehension

 Difficulty requesting clarification

 Difficulty understanding questions and following directions that are heard

 Difficulty paraphrasing information

 Problems comprehending and using synonyms and antonyms, multiple-meaning words, and figurative language 
(e.g., idioms, metaphors, proverbs, humor, poetic language)

 Poor organization of narratives and expository discourse (impacts ability to convey intended meaning)

 Poor comprehension of narrative or expository text, particularly when it is necessary to draw inferences from 
literal content or when expository text is associated with different academic disciplines.

 Academic challenges associated with SLD and SLI:
https://www.asha.org/PRPSpecificTopic.aspxfolderid=8589935327&section=Signs_and_Symptoms

Academic Challenges:

Semantic Deficits

Spoken Language Disorder and 
Specific Language Impairment

 Difficulty initiating play with peers (may play alone)

 Difficulty understanding others

 Difficulty expressing ideas, feelings, and personal experiences

 Difficulty initiating and sustaining conversations

 Less effective at securing conversational turns

 Less flexible language when attempting to tailor a message
to the listener or when repairing communication breakdowns

 Limited classroom discourse skills (e.g., language productivity
and complexity, self-monitoring; turn-taking), depending on
the context (e.g., curriculum-related or non-academic
peer interactions

 Uncertainty about when to talk and when not to talk

 Difficulty using language to sequence events of a story—
narratives lack cohesion;

 Tendency to omit some story components

Academic Challenges:

Pragmatic Deficits
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Literacy: Reading and Writing

 Is literacy connect to language? Yes!!
 An SLP works with children and who have trouble reading and writing. The SLP

can test speech, language, and literacy skills and find ways to help you or your
child improve. The SLP can also work with your child’s teacher to make it easier
for her to learn in school.

 Children who have problems developing language are at a high risk for
difficulty in learning to read and write. Literacy is a primary factor that
contributes to academic, economic, and social success. SLPs' knowledge of
communication processes and disorders and language acquisition provides
them with the foundation for addressing problems related to literacy. ASHA's
Roles and Responsibilities of Speech-Language Pathologists in Schools states
that the practice of speech-language pathology includes "comprehension and
expression in oral, written, graphic, and manual modalities; language
processing; pre-literacy and language-based literacy skills, including
phonological awareness."

 https://www.asha.org/SLP/schools/School-Services-Frequently-Asked-
Questions/#roles2

Speech Sound Disorders

Speech sound disorders is an umbrella term to
describe difficulty with perception, motor production,
or phonological representation of speech sounds and
speech segments

 Organic speech sound disorders result from an
underlying motor/neurological, structural, or
sensory/perceptual cause.

 Functional speech sound disorders are idiopathic;
they have no known cause.



10/28/2019

13

Speech Sound Disorders & Delays

ARTICULATION

PHONOLOGICAL PROCESSING DISORDERS

CHILDHOOD APRAXIA OF SPEECH


